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Change of Date 


The Annual Meeting of the Foreign Policy 
Association will be held at the Town Hall 
Club, 123 West 43rd Street, April 28, 1926, 
instead of April 27 as previously announced. 
Dinner at 6:45; business meeting and ad- 
dresses at 8:15. 


The dinner and meeting are open only to 
members of the F. P. A. 








Entered as second- 
class matter December 
2, 1921, at the Post 
Office at New York, 
N. Y., under the act 
of March 3, 1879. 

















| SPRING OFFENSIVES: 


SYRIA AND THE RIFF 





DE JOUVENEL, French High Com- 
it, missioner to Syria, has announced 
that an offensive against the Nationalist 
rebels will be launched on April 15. This 
constitutes an admission of the failure 
of his original policy of pacification 
through partial concessions to Nationalist 
demands. Only in the coastal districts of 
the Lebanon, the Alaouite district and 
Alexandretta has he succeeded in getting 
a measure of political cooperation from 
the inhabitants. In the greater inland 
regions the Nationalists have refused to 
lay down their arms, have boycotted elec- 
tions to the Syrian Parliament which M. 
de Jouvenel had hoped to convene, and in 
many districts have kept up annoying 
guerilla attacks upon detachments of 
French soldiers. It has been necessary 
to convert Damascus into an armed camp 
to prevent its falling into the hands of 
the insurgents who have succeeded for 
the last three months in dominating the 
surrounding territory. 

M. de Jouvenel has strengthened his 
position in preparation for the conflict 
by coming to agreements with Turkey on 
the north and with the British authorities 
in Palestine on the south tending to check 
the smuggling of arms and ammunition 
across the border into Syria or the use 
i} Of alien territory by rebel bands as a base 
7? Of operations against the French. 


«| Meanwhile in France the Syrian policy 
‘¢} Of the Government has been censured by 
“1 the Chamber of Deputies which on March 
eri} 29, by 268 votes to 265, adopted a Com- 
if Munist motion reducing the Syrian cred- 
its proposed in the Budget. 
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Abd-el-Krim, who during his 1925 cam- 
Paign materially extended the sphere of 
the Riffian revolt, only to be hemmed in 
again by French and Spanish troops in late 





October, has within the past week re- 
sumed active conflict on a much larger 
scale than was anticipated, menacing Te- 
tuan in the Spanish zone and Ouezzan in 
the French zone. France and Spain are 
planning a junction of forces in the west- 
ern section of the Riff similar to the junc- 
tion effected in the eastern area last fall, 
whereby French and Spanish troops were 
established in a commanding position for 
the winter and defections from among 
Abd-el-Krim’s followers were encouraged. 

Meanwhile peace parleys are in pro- 
gress between Spanish, French and Rif- 
fian representatives, all of whom appear 
earnestly to desire peace. It is not yet 
clear whether the terms offered by Pain- 
levé last October are being made the ba- 
sis of present negotiations, but it is gen- 
erally supposed that Abd-el-Krim’s ac- 
ceptance of the majority of the Painlevé 
proposals has cleared the way for a new 
discussion concentrated on the main 
points at issue—the disarming of the Rif- 
fi, the policing of the territory, and the 
recognition by the Riffi of the Sultan of 
Morocco. 


To Ratify or Not to Ratify? 

AS against the proposed rati- 

fication of the Lausanne Treaty has 
been presented to the Chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations 
by 110 bishops of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church who oppose the resumption of 
friendly relations with an “avowedly un- 
repentant and anti-Christian govern- 
ment” responsible for notorious crimes 
against its Christian communities. As 
an example of the unrepentant attitude 
of Turkey the bishops drew Senator Bo- 
rah’s attention to the atrocities commit- 
ted upon Christian communities last year 
by Turkish soldiers concentrated near the 
Mosul boundary—ample vindication, they 
felt, of the view that Kemal Pasha is not 
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to be trusted and that the Turk is un- 
changed in his fundamental characteris- 
tics. 

‘Senator Borah has replied that he will 
press for immediate ratification because 
the treaty represents the best terms ob- 
tainable without resort to war and be- 
cause it is to the advantage of American 
interests in Turkey. The United States 
cannot refuse recognition to a country on 
the ground that it is anti-Christian, nor 
“draw our phylacteries about us and find 
solace in such spasmodic commiserations 
as we might see fit to bestow upon the 
unfortunate from time to time.” And 
since this country is not disposed to pro- 
tect Christian minorities in Turkey by 
force of arms, the only alternative is to 
do so “through the avenue of friendly re- 
lations and moral influence.” 

Americans resident in Turkey have 
sent to Washington a petition bearing 
108 signatures in favor of immediate 
ratification. They consider its terms 
more favorable than those accorded by 
Turkey to several European powers or 
than terms that might be negotiated if 
the present treaty were rejected by the 
Senate. Ratification, they believe, will 
make for stabilization and the establish- 
ment of democratic principles in Turkey, 
while non-ratification will jeopardize 
American interests. The signatories in- 
clude not only American missionaries 
much of whose work was obliterated by 
the Armenian massacres, but educators, 
philanthropists and business men — the 
secretary of the American Chamber of 
Commerce at Constantinople, the man- 
ager of the Standard Oil Co., and officers 
of the Nash Clothing Co., the Gary and 
the Alston Tobacco Companies, the Amer- 
ican Express Co., and the General Motor 


Export Co. E.izaBetH P. MACCALLUM. 


Forty-eight Exchanges of Notes? 

On April 1 the Department of State 
received the text of the League’s invi- 
tation* to a conference of the forty- 
eight signatories of the World Court Pro- 
tocol, called to deal with our Senate reser- 
vations. At the same time was publish- 
ed the text of the Council’s circular note 
to the signatories, inviting them to the 
conference and advising them to indicate 
to the United States Government the dif- 
ficulty of dealing with the reservations 
by separate exchanges of notes. It has 
been announced from Washington that 
this Government is preparing a reply 
which will embody a refusal of the 
League’s invitation and will announce our 
decision to continue direct negotiations 
with the individual states. Cuba has al- 
ready accepted the American reserva- 
tions. A reply has also been received 
from Brazil, which, though favorable, 
does not constitute a final acceptance. 


ee 


*News Bulletin, Vol. V., No. 20, March 26, 1926. 


Page Two 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 








Notes 
Publication of the regulations govern. 
ing Mexico’s Alien Land Law (March 29) 
has clarified one phase of the diplomatic 
controversy between this country and 
Mexico. The Petroleum Law regulations, 
however, have not yet been published, 
When these laws, including the Petro. 
leum Law, were enacted last fall the 
United States regarded them as being 
plainly confiscatory and retroactive. Aj. 
though the regulations follow the Lan@ 
Law without modifying the sections 
which were objected to, the final clauge 
specifically states that no acts of the law 
will be applied retroactively. It reads ag 
follows: “Conforming to Article 14 of the 
Constitution of the Republic none of the 
dispositions of the law nor of these regu. 
lations shall be applied retroactively to 
the prejudice of any person.” Article 14 
of the Constitution states that “no law 
shall be given retroactive effect to the in 
jury of any person whatsoever.” 
Secretary Kellogg has made no state. 
ment regarding the regulations, but the 
State Department is reported as “favor. 
ably impressed” with them. Meanwhile 
the oil interests await publication of the 
regulations governing the Petroleum Law, 





National attention has been again fo 
cused upon the question of the Philip. 
pines by President Coolidge’s appoint. 
ment of Colonel Carmi A. Thompson as 
special personal representative to inves. 
tigate economic and other internal con- 
ditions in the Islands. Democratic Sen. 
ators have been quick to attack this pres 
idential action inasmuch as _ Colond 
Thompson is National Commander of the 
Spanish War Veterans’ Association, 4 
close personal friend of General Wood, 
and also a difficult factor in Ohio poli- 
tics, whose removal now would be of 
timely aid to the Republicans. A Senate 
resolution has been introduced calling for 
an investigation by a bi-partisan Senate 
and House Committee. A somewhat sim 
ilar resolution, said at the time to have 
the support of Republican leaders, was 
presented in the House by Representa 
tive Wainwright of New York on Janu 
ary 18. The measure provided for the 
creation of a joint committee of inquiry 
to visit the Islands with authority t 
recommend legislation. 


The important change in India’s opium 
policy outlined by Lord Reading,* where 
by India would progressively reduce het 
exports of opium so as to extinguish them 
altogether within a definite period ex 
cept for strictly medical purposes, was 
accepted by the Council of State at Delhi, 
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on March 18, and passed almost unani 
mously by the Legislative Assembly thé 
next day. 


*News Bulletin, Vol. V., No, 18, March 12, 1926. 
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